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together with other towns on the same coast, such
included in the UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

Amalfi isatown and comune inthe province
of Salerno, in the region of Campania, ltaly,

on the Culf of Salerno, c. 35 km southeast of
Naples. lt lies at the mouth of a deep ravine,
at the foot of Monte Cerreto (.1 ,315 meters,
4,314 feel), surrounded by dramatic cliffs
and coastal scenery. The town of Amalfi
was the capital of the Maritime Republic of
Amalfi, an important trading power in the
Mediterranean between 839 and around
1200. ln the 1920s and 1930s, Amalfi
was a popular holiday destination for the
British upper class and aristocracy. Amalfi
is the main town of the coast on which it
is located, named Costiera Amalfitana, and
is today an important tourist destination
as Positano, Ravello and others. Amalfi is

ln medieval culture Amalfi was famous {or its flourishing schools of law and mathematics. Flavio
Cioia, who is traditionally considered the first to introduce the mariner's compass to Europe, is

said to have been a native of Amalfi. Amalfi occupied a high position in medieval architecture;
its cathedral of Sant'Andrea (St. Andrew, 11th century), the carnpanile, the convent of the
Cappuccini, founded by the Amalfitan Cardinal Pietro Capuano, richly represent the artistic
movement prevailing in Southern ltaly at the time of the Normans, with its tendency to blend the
Byzantine style with the forms and sharp lines of the northern architecture.
At the top of a staircasg Saint Andrew's Cathedral (Duomo) overlooks the Piazza Duomo, the
heart of Amalfi. The cathedral dates back to the 11th century; its interior is adorned in the late
Baroque style with a nave and two aisles divided by 20 columns. The gold caisson ceiling has

four large paintings by Andrea d'Aste. They depict the flagellation of Saint Andrew, the miracle of
Manna, the crucifixion of Saint Andrew and the Saint on the cross. From the left hand nave there
is a {light of stairs which leads to the crypt.
These stairs were built in 1203 for Cardinal Pietro Capuano, who, on 1 8 May 1 208, brought Saint
Andrew's remains to the cathedral from Constantinople. The bronze statue of Saint Andrew in

the cathedral was sculpted by Michelangelo Naccherino, a pupil of Michelangelo; also present
are Pietro Bernini marble sculptures of St. Stephen and St. Lawrence. ln 1206, Saint Andrew's
relics were brought to Amalfi from Constantinople by the Pietro Capuano following the Sack

of Constantinople (an event of the 4th Crusade) after the completion of the town's cathedral.
The cathedral contains a tomb in its crypt that it maintains still holds a portion of the reiics
of the apostle. A golden reliquary which originally housed his skull and another one used for
processions through Amalfi on holy days can also be seen.
The Amalfi coast is famed for its production of Limoncello liqueur and the area is a known
cultivator of lemons. The correct name is osfusato amalfitano", and they are typically long and at
least double the size of other lemons, with a thick and wrinkled skin and a sweet and juicy flesh

without many pips. lt is common to see lemons growing in the terraced gardens along the entire
Amalfi coast between February and October. Amalfi is also a known maker of a hand-made thick
paper which is called ubambagina'. lt is exported to many European countries and to America
and has been used throughout ltaly for wedding invitations, visiting cards and elegant writing
paper. The paper has a high quality and has been used by artists such as Ciuseppe Leone, who
described it: "There is a whole world that the Amalfi paper evokes and an artist who is sensitive to
the suggestion of these places is aware that it is unique and exciting".
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